CORSCOMBE, HALSTOCK AND DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL
 Minutes of the meeting held on 28 November 2011 at 7.30pm at Corscombe Village Hall.

Present; Cllrs Finlay McPherson (chair), Martin Manning, Henry Lovegrove, Stuart Turner, Jennifer Smith, Peter Lemmey,  Jo Vassie, Jason Price, Mick Wicks, Mary Tucker; and Freda Hennessy, clerk.

District Cllr Tony Frost and 9 members of the public.

1. APOLOGIES. County Cllr Michael Bevan, PCSO Alex Bishop.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Cllr Manning on planning application for Church House, Halstock.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETING 26 Sept 2011.
Item 10 was amended to read “planning contravention notice 09/0500.....” replacing  “planning enforcement notice”. The minutes were then agreed as correct and signed.

4. REPORTS.

A short report from the Community Police Team was read with a reminder that the non-emergency number for phone reports/queries is 101.
Cllr Frost summarised expectations for communities of the Localism Bill when enacted.

5. PUBLIC DISCUSSION .

5.1 Members of the public reiterated their opposition to the erection of a proposed wind turbine at Bull Bridge Mead on grounds of safety and adverse effect on residents.

5.2 A parent/supporter for the proposed arbour/seat in the playground pointed out current increased use of the play area, which could be even greater throughout the year if a shelter were provided.

5.3 It was urged that councillors support the efforts of some residents to challenge the planting at Corscombe House.

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING OF 26 Sept 2011.

6.1 VACANCY FOR MEMBER FOR HALSTOCK. 

An election had been requested by the requisite number of the public. Nominations were invited by 6 Dec. If enough nominations were received there would be an election on 6 January 2012.

6.2 BRIDLEWAY 57 CORSCOMBE. No news.

6.3 GRANT FOR COMMON LANE. The application had been made and a decision was expected in mid-December.

6.4 JUNCTION ROAD SIGNS TOLLER WHELME AND A356/SLEIGHTS, CORSCOMBE. Support had been received from the police for better signage at these sites. Dorset Highways are considering the request.

6.5 GRIT BINS AND DUMPY BAGS. All bins are now filled. It is expected that a delivery of salt will be made to Cllr Tucker’s  soon. It was agreed to purchase a wheelbarrow for use by West Chelborough residents to distribute the salt.
6.6 HEDGES AT CORSCOMBE HOUSE.

A letter from Mr Dalton was circulated. The clerk explained that the original planning contravention notice 09/0500 had been withdrawn; the planning authority saw no material change of use on the land under investigation then, and have not seen any grounds for changing their opinion now. The most recent inspection was on 16 November 2011. Members decided that since they are not experts in planning law they could not take the matter further at present.

6.7 SPORT RELIEF MILE RUN.  The proposal to hold a run on Common Lane had been withdrawn. 

6.8 SIGNPOSTS, HALSTOCK. No progress to report.

7. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS. 

The Chairman, Vicechairman, clerk and Cllrs Dalton and Lovegrove had attended some of the many consultative meetings convened to discuss a new West Dorset District Local Plan. Public consultation of the new Plan will be in Spring 2012, with implementation expected in 2013. Until then current planning procedure and rules will apply.
Short reports were made on other meetings listed.

Halstock residents had had a meeting to discuss celebrations for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. There would be further meetings to plan activities on 4 June 2012 including a beacon.

8. PLAYGROUND SHELTER. The proposal was discussed. Funds are available for the purchase and erection. Mr Adams had sent a letter asking that the position of the shelter on the playground be changed. It was agreed that the shelter should be put up when a suitable position, agreeable to the neighbours, was decided. Cllr Lovegrove to proceed with this.
It was pointed out that the speed limit of 30mph by the playground is too high. Possibilities for traffic calming would be investigated.

9. ALLOTMENTS. Cllr and Mrs Lovegrove had found a suitable site adjacent to the Fox Cricket Club pitch in Norwood Lane, Corscombe. Agreement is required from the landowner; an update will be presented at the January Council meeting. It was resolved that some money should be included in the 2012/2013 budget for costs incurred in setting up the allotments. Additional sources of funding and help with management would be looked into.
10. CORRESPONDENCE The list of received correspondence and notifications of consultations was presented.

10.1 The council insurers had reminded councils that for the fidelity guarantee to be covered for insurance purposes, the councillors (especially those who sign cheques) and clerk need to be approved by references. It was assumed that councillors are guaranteed by their signing the Code of Conduct. 
It was resolved that the Clerk should be guaranteed by approval of the councillors assembled: that this would stand as a reference.
10.2 There had been an application for a modification order to record Ryam Lane, Corscombe as a BOAT (byway open to all traffic). Comments were asked for by 16 Dec.

10.3 Dorset County council is hoping to obtain a large Government grant to roll out Superfast broadband throughout Dorset from 2013. 

11. FINANCE

11.1. The financial statement for 30 October 2011 was presented.

11.2 Applications for grants:

a) Ladybirds Playgroup asked for a grant for weatherproof paint for the outdoor playhouse and to purchase a UV sun dome to give protection to very young children when outdoors. It was agreed to grant £52 as requested.
b) Cllr Smith declaring an interest. 
Halstock PCC requested a grant towards replacing the churchyard gates at St Mary’s church. It was asked that the clerk ascertain the state of PCC finances and what other grants might be expected by the PCC for this project. If need was established, the Chairman and clerk were authorised to give a grant of up to £200.

11.3 BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2012/2013

The draft budget was discussed.

It was resolved that in view of the likely increases in demand on Council services and grants, and the need to maintain a reserve in hand, that the precept be raised to £11,625.

12. PLANNING. The list was presented.
12.1 Yew Tree Stables. A letter had been received from the planning enforcement officer to state that a plan for drainage of the yard had been commissioned; and that the temporary dwelling would need another planning application to be kept on site after 1 January 2012.

12.2 An access to a property via Watery Lane is not considered detrimental by planners. However the ownership of the land of the approach to the gate will be investigated.

12.3 The refusal of an application for a tennis court at Laurel Cottage, Halstock on grounds of “inappropriate and uncharacteristic development in the countryside......and considerable encroachment into the............ AONB” was considered by councillors to be a very poor decision. A letter of complaint would be sent.

There being no further urgent business the meeting was closed at 10pm

Signed.............................................................................  date.....................................

Next meeting on Monday 30 January 2012 at 7.30pm in Halstock Community Hall.

