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PARISH PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE ANALYSIS and POST-IT IDEAS results 14 Dec 2010
Household questionnaire categories were: 
1. About you

2. Information

3. Development

4. Renewable energy

5. Recycling

6. Household food shopping

7. St Mary’s church

8. Corscombe village hall

Young people’s questionnaire categories were:

8. Corscombe village hall

9. Corscombe playground

10. St Mary’s church

11. Things to do

12. Living in Corscombe

Headings for post-it ideas boards were:

Planning and development

Transport and roads

Health and social services

Public utilities – water, sewerage, electricity

Emergency services – police, ambulance, fire

Environment

Leisure and sport

Community buildings – churches, village hall, pubs

Other

What we can do

In the following summary/preliminary analysis the topics have been combined where appropriate. There is some duplication of ideas between questionnaire and post-it responses. These are included.

Where ticks were added indicating agreement with a comment these are recorded: crosses show disagreement.
1. ABOUT YOU
Main questionnaire
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total

97
Households approx 215
Qq returned
54

25%

Population approx  465

Individual replies
97
21%
YOUNG PEOPLE’S QUESTIONNAIRE
6 households
10 individuals, ages: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 14, 15, 16, 16
2. INFORMATION

How do you find out about LOCAL events and services?   which apply
Chimes



91
Western Gazette

15
Bridport News


19
Marshwood Vale Magazine
47
Team News (Beaminster)
1

Blackmore Vale Magazine
3

View from Beaminster
1

Corscombe.org

15

Notice boards


68
Word of mouth

87
Gossip

Planning applications

Email



2

Cttee members

Fliers

Local theatre news/programme

Church services and notice board

NB no mention of local radio/tv

POST-ITS
Can we set up an email group in the community – instant and cheap communication on 
issues/solutions/contributions?

Reprint the Corscombe Footpath Guide, include history and flora/fauna information
2

Reprint the Corscombe History Book.



3
3. DEVELOPMENT

Should new development in Corscombe be.........    if you agree     x if disagree





yes
no
Mixed housing



37
24
Affordable housing


51
16
Small units
young singles

28
20


elderly


34
16
Work/live units


26
24
Workshops



26
29
Businesses



15
30
Abbeyfield communal home




Shared mortgage properties
Arts and crafts






More parking places
Small units for couples
2
Compulsory purchase and development of vacant property

In keeping with present village
No development necessary
2

No new housing as no jobs here

This needs to be discussed in depth not   or x
POST-ITS
An Abbeyfield House for Halstock and Corscombe. May provide employment and stop older 
folk moving out of the village.


12

Affordable family housing to attract younger people to the village (and keep them)    3  x 2
Those on low incomes or unemployed unable to live in caravans legally but discreetly – richer 
folk can convert and build!


2   x 2
Planning applications on a small scale – where there is no local opposition – should be dealt 
with by our own parish council. Ditto tree preservation orders

6
Repossession needed: the shocking waste of a home; the bungalow WAVES empty and 
decaying for 18+ years. Wonderful view at the back of it

10
Why are richer people able to get around the planning regulations i.e. Norwood?

15

And change of use – Corscombe House

2

Reinstate the glebe land to southof Corscombe House
3

More work to be created locally: IT based? (get better broadband); crafts etc
Maintain agricultural land use, do not develop

2
4. RENEWABLE ENERGY
What sources should be put in the area?     If agree  x if disagree





yes
no

Wind turbines on the downs

49
39
Solar panels on houses

72
3
Micro-hydro power


3
0
Thermal heat pumps


2
0
Source at home now


10
42
Source in the future


11
40
Too costly
3

Need govt funds with payback

Replanting of trees
POST-ITS
Wind turbines on the downs    9   x 1

Funding help for the low income households to install solar panels


8
Consider micro-hydropower opportunities locally

3
How can winter electricity power cuts be minimised?
2
In the long term we are going to suffer from power cuts and as a community (along with other adjoining ones) we must look at schemes to produce our own power e.g. wind farms, solar  3
5. RECYCLING

How does your household recycle rubbish?     appropriate boxes
Kerbside


51
Council bins in car parks
21
Recycling centre

50
Compost at home

40
Bonfire



22
Charity shop


43
Friend collects


5
Bantams


1

Village hall paper shed
16
Waitrose (plastic bags)
2

Also collect postage stamps and milk bottle tops

What would help you recycle more?
Kerbside plastic collection



19
Kerbside garden waste collection


3

Local batteries/ink cartridges etc collection points
1

Other plastic containers



2

Degradable packaging




1

Kerbside metal collection



1
Encourage use of village hall paper shed

Manufacture less types of plastic

Local recycling bins
Nothing needed

POST-ITS

Not everyone recycles. No excuse


6
Plastic recycling facility at village hall. Recycling of plastic cartons without need to attend 
recycling centre



10
Scrap metal recycling for village contributions
2
Is there someone in the village who can supply green sacks for garden waste?
6. HOUSEHOLD FOOD SHOPPING

Where does the household mainly buy its food?     up to three boxes
Beaminster

35
Bridport

20
Crewkerne

34
Dorchester

3

Yeovil


32
Halstock

5
Sherborne

1

Home town

1

Online


1
Friend buys

0

Farm shop

6
Grow own

9

Local farmer’s meat
3
POST-ITS

Mobile post office to visit village 1 or 2 times a week

7

7. ST MARY’S CHURCH, CORSCOMBE     Do you see St Mary’s church mainly as........    any two
Historic building


50
Christenings, marriages, burials
41
Regular worship


48
Special services


45
Not important



3
What would you like to see the church used for in future, in addition to worship?
Concerts


71
Choirs



59
Visitor centre


25
Arts and crafts


36
Exhibitions


43
Sports



11

Meeting place for groups
29
Hosting other religions

Looking after grounds (health)

Meeting place for groups would detract from village hall use

How could the church serve you better?
More contemporary styles of worship and services suitable for young people

Less dogma, more down to earth, from the heart, not reading parrot fashion from prayer book 
and bible.

Traditional Anglican services



Midweek services all year not just Lent.
More pastoral care by the vicar


Family service back in church.
More contact with the whole village


Proper singing not pop.
Mediation

Requires modernising – toilets etc

Drinking water and toilet

Extensive remodelling for wider activities

It’s great





We think the church serves us fine as it is.
Young people had all been to church services and would like:
To be allowed to run around and be noisy and have food when everyone is talking

Story-time (like the library)

Gospel choir – more inducement (?) for us

Unisex church football team

A Sunday school club x2
POST-ITS
Produce a welcome leaflet for the church giving history etc

4

Run a flower festival in the church

8. CORSCOMBE VILLAGE HALL      Do you visit the Village Hall for.............     appropriate boxes
Pantomime



59
Talks/concerts



29
Playgroup



7
Tuesday Club



19
Keep fit/pilates


14
Short mat bowls


3
Dance groups



3
Big breakfast



51
Parish and parish council meetings
26
All age worship


26
Private parties



52
Responder training


2
Committee meetings (various)
10
Paper collection


2
Quiz night



3
Exhibitions



1
Never go



15




Voting

Would go if keep fit/pilates in the evening
How could the Village Hall serve the community better?
Shop


42
Post office

45



We don’t think the Village Hall could
Bar/eatery

29



practically accommodate these unless
Internet access
21



it’s by a mobile service.
Information point
26
Artsreach venue

Regular bring and buy venue/drop in/refreshments

Get a decent kitchen and deal with the damp  x 2

Put STD code on board for bookings
Young people’s comments
complete the garden; a graffiti/art wall; freshen up interior in [neutral colours]; cut the grass of the Gore field; flatten the football pitch & put nets in the goals because the ball always gets lost in the hedge.
POST-ITS
Regular monthly drop in/bring and buy at village hall to enable/provide market for local 
produce etc

7

A social club with shop/post office/bar/community room – run by the community
4
New village hall that is ‘fit for purpose’. It is central to the community.

2   x 1


Why isn’t the current one fit? I think it is.

The village hall committee needs more help. This means you.

Reinstate the school bell

YOUNG PEOPLE’S QUESTIONNAIRE
10 respondents

Comments on the village hall and the church are included in blue with the household responses.

CORSCOMBE PLAYGROUND

Do you use the playground?



Yes  9
Do you like the equipment there?


Yes  3
No  1
What could be done to make the playground better?


Have a little den (reading with our toys inside).
  A shelter to sit under.

Something for younger children x2 
though swings are good and well used

New equipment – a roundabout would be amazing, and a bigger slide  x2; monkey bars, a bigger play structure.

The equipment needs repair on a regular basis x2 
Fix the rope slide.
THINGS TO DO.

What group activities do you go to? Please say where, and how you get there.

Sunday Club in Halstock – car

School in Evershot – car/bus

Piano in Maiden Newton – car

Swimming in Crewkerne – car

Church/big breakfast/playground/playgroup/toddler group – walk x2
Youth club, Beaminster

Dance, Yeovil – car

Pantomime at Corscombe village hall – car

Village hall quiz night

Parties – walk.

None – there aren’t any

What other activities and opportunities would you like to be available locally?

Sports club

A bus on a Saturday !!!

A shop would be lush

Cinema afternoon/evening for children and teenagers.

continued>

>Young people’s questionnaire cont
LIVING IN CORSCOMBE

List three things you like most about living here

Walk to the playground

Friends to play with (who live nearby)

Animals as neighbours

Rural – walks in woods and playing in stream

Close to school

I like my house



The tranquility

It is near Beaminster



A friendly community atmosphere

The walks




It is picturesque

The darkness




It is peaceful
x2




List the three things you least like about living here

Nowhere to ride my bicycle or scooter easily and safely  x2
No trains and buses near here to ride on

Lack of transport to see friends (bus)

No public transport at weekends

Have to rely on grownups taking me everywhere

No shop

The people (not many young people)

That I have a 45 minute walk to the nearest shop

Feels desolate

Not enough buses to and from Yeovil

Roads are not salted/gritted in winter

Feeling isolated from other young people

Fast road through the village.

When my sister bites me!

What could be done to make living here better for young people?

Cars to be slowed down around the 90’ bend by the church turning along to the three finger post and the village hall

Better public transport  x2


A good busy village pub
A shop   x2




Better parking
Friendly youth club



Cinema sessions
More central facilities (the football pitch)
Off-road cycle track/mountain bike trail
POST-ITS TRANSPORT AND ROADS

Bus to Beaminster

10
Need volunteers for community car scheme

2

Parking: any space near lower end of High Street/ private parking signs on public road unfair.

Drivers! We all use these lanes – please pull over for others and remember to drive carefully on 
the hills esp. in wet. We don’t all have 4x4s


6

Install bands of cobbles to force drivers to slow down

x 1
The bend above Underhill Farm entrance needs widening so that you can see oncoming traffic 
better. There have been several crunches there.

6

Traffic calming measures near church, hall and High Street especially for tractors

x 2

Install priority signs for traffic going down hill adjacent to village hall – avoiding need to reverse 
up hill round blind bend and slowing traffic down

5  x 2

Court Lane needs attention – clearing and holes filling and cut back hedges
5

Lovelands Lane and Ryewater Lane are in a very rough state

3

Cut hedges back to original boundary to widen roads

3
Cut verges (if at all) at suitable time; only for visibility, safety.
2
Consideration should be given to repairing eroded road edges with shallow gullies to prevent 
further erosion and constant need for repair. Reinforce edges on roads.

6

Protect edges of triangles.

Adopt a rural lane. Ask a regular walker on a particular section to monitor gullies, clear if 
needed, let parish council know if professional attention needed.

If we clean the gullies instead of the council can we have a council tax reduction?

3

The drain under Norwood Lane has been blocked for years.

2

Need for a local lengthsman to do ad lib jobs as necessary at a fixed rate per hour. Similar to 
farmers with snow ploughs.

2

Cleaning/repainting programme for road signs and direction signs to improve safety and ease 
problems of finding places. Street signs?

2

Restore finials on signposts.

There needs to be a more proactive approach to gritting the hill in icy/snowy conditions either 
by the council or at a local level to make it safer for drivers and walkers.
Gritting between Halstock and Corscombe top road: an able bodied person at every hill – 7.30am grit their bit.

More salt stores on the 2 hill roads in winter


7

Grit bin by Cranbourne Cottage

Grit bin and proper drainage on lower Barrow Lane
POST-ITS HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES
Doctor’s surgery one morning per week and dispensing clinic

2

Sessions in village hall for minor health checks (e.g. blood pressure) and flu jabs etc
9
POST-ITS  EMERGENCY SERVICES

Please will all residents display house number/name clearly

6
Appoint a local emergency co-ordinator for minor events to avoid calling emergency services.
POST-ITS ENVIRONMENT

Adopt a verge re flora and fauna




2

Dog poo bins through the village




3

We can all pick up litter in and around the village


7

A few of us regularly litter-pick the lanes and back the rubbish comes. A bag in the car and you 
can pick up what you see?

Supply lazy tongs for village litter pick.

Users of the cricket pitch leave black sacks of mixed rubbish at the entrance to Edward field for collection. The badgers regularly attack the bags so the refuse men will not pick up the rubbish and anyway the cricket club do not pay council tax. [Contact Clive at Fox to prevent
2]

I am fed up with picking up litter in Norwood lane. Residents of Chafyn grove put out their rubbish in black sacks on the ground too early and the badgers drag the sacks up the lane then tear them up to get at the tasty morsels inside.
POST-ITS LEISURE AND SPORT
More village people to be involved in village affairs and groups – the same people at each event, especially where fundraising is involved




6

You can’t nag people into joining in if they just don’t want to.

Villagers and second homers – how do we get the second homers involved in the community? 
They are dead wood.    2    x 5
Once a month coffee morning at village hall between Big Breakfast dates.

There’s already a village hall coffee morning every month READ THE CHIMES.

How about more social events at the village hall and other venues to bring the villagers 
together, something to attract young and old alike?



7

Such as: music, dances, quizzes, talks and presentations i.e. celebrity talks, flower shows, film 
shows, children’s events i.e. talent show, BBQs, bonfire party, wassailing, beating the 
bounds, gardening club etc

It would be great to have jive/ballroom lessons in the village hall (evenings)   
5

I wish Corscombe people would support Artsreach events in Halstock.

Can we report badly signposted footpaths? And horses/cows which are not people friendly on 
footpaths.








2
Please let your rights of way officer know if footpaths/bridleways have problems i.e. more publicity on how to do this.
More community support for Common Lane project e.g. working parties, events.
    2
Can the Fox Cricket Club become the ‘Corscombe Cricket Club’?


      4

Allotments









     3

POST-ITS COMMUNITY BUILDINGS  see questionnaire panels
How can we make the Fox Inn more fun and central to the village?


21
Hold a few events in the pub e.g. quiz? 


Would have to be cleaner for people to go in there!

POST-ITS OTHER
All dogs should be kept under control – gates shut to keep on owner’s premises etc
8

Are there common issues with Halstock, Evershot where we can co-ordinate and double the effort?

I think Corscombe has a very positive, active and welcoming community

5

This is the friendliest most caring village we have ever lived in. Plenty of groups and 
opportunities to make friends.

7

POST-ITS  WHAT WE CAN DO
This overlaps several of the categories, but was intended to draw out potential volunteering options.
Resurrect the Corscombe Directory



4

Reprint Corscombe Walks book



4

Contribute to www.corscombe.org

Drive responsibly


3

Help tidy the churchyard

2

Help tidy the village hall grounds


Clear gullies and grips


2

Litter pick



2

Poop scoop and dispose

Cut back overhanging branches/brambles/nettles

Weed/moss-kill paths

Clearly name your house

2

Help neighbours with the census 2011

Support our parish council, go to meetings

Become a parish councillor

Not ticked:

Fingerpost census

Extend homewatch

Volunteer for country cars scheme
17

